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VERY FIRE

The Yamato-class was a battleship planned by the Imperial Japanese
Navy in anticipation of the construction of new battleships by the
United States and the United Kingdom after the expiration of the
London Naval Treaty. The caliber of the main guns was decided to be
46 cm, as it was expected that American and British battleships,
which were limited to “Panamax” (asize that could pass through
the Panama Canal), would not be larger than 16 inch (40.6 cm) guns,
and this was overwhelmingly what was chosen.

Although Yamato was completed in December 1941 and Musashi in
August 1942, construction of the Shinano, a modified Yamato-class
battleship that was laid down under the Fourth Replacement Plan
(Plan @), and the No. 111 ship was halted (only Shinano was
completed as an aircraft carrier). Then, after the outbreak of the
Pacific War in 1942, construction of three battleships was decided
under the Fifth Replacement Plan (Plan ®), of which two, No. 798 and
No. 799, were Super Yamato-class battleships.

Itis said that there were plans for the modified Yamato-class ships to
have three twin 51 cm main guns or a long-barreled 46 cm 50-caliber
triple gun. In addition, the four 15.5 cm triple secondary guns, one
each on the front, rear, left and right of the central superstructure,
were previously mounted, but the two on the left and right were not
installed, and it was planned from the beginning to be replaced with
anti-aircraft guns (this specification change was planned for the
modified Yamato-class. The Yamato-class removed the anti-aircraft
gunsin early 1944 and then added more), and there
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was also a proposal for the anti-aircraft gun to be the Type 98 65-
caliber 10 cm anti-aircraft gun.

In terms of defense, the Yamato-class's 410mm side armor and
200mm (maximum) deck armor were deemed to be more than
suffiient for defense against 46cm guns, so it was planned to
lessen the armor to 400mm on the sides and 190mm on the deck,
and conversely, the defensive barrier at the bottom of the ship
was planned to be strengthened from the Yamato-class's double
to triple.

No. 798 was to be laid down after construction of No. 111 was
completed at the Kure Naval Arsenal, and No. 799 was to be laid
down after a new shipyard was built in Oita Prefecture, but
construction was cancelled when increasing air power became a
priority for Japan after the Battle of Midway.

The names of the Super Yamato-class battleships had not been
decided, but the names “Kii” and “Owari” thatare currently
known are speculations based on the names announced at the
time of the 8-8 Fleet Plan, with “Kii* being the most famous.
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